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6 oft as 1 have had an oppor unity to: me to this 


Honourable and Learned Auditory, I endeavour'd to de- 


: 
Ji s 373 


and Reaſoning, -. my Expreſſion ſhould, at leaſt by extra- 


ordinary applicarion, be more refin'd than what was uſed in daily 


Converſation :* in chooſing a Subject, I was wont to prefer that 


| which ſeem'd to be more adapted to the publick Advantage, than 
the humour and Sentiments of ſome: particular Perſons; for I was 
fully perſwaded, that it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, for one who in- 


tends to acquit himſelf in Oratory, with any meaſure of applauſe, 
both to Charm the ears and affections of his Auditors withR ketorical 
flights, and to recommend ſuch things as for a long ſeries of time 


have met with approbation, by the unanimous voices of judicious 
Perſons ; but have had the fate either to be ſmother'd under aſhes, 
through the negligence of a Degenerate Age, or to be mas ked by the 5 


quibbles of ſubtile Sophiſters, and are not perceptible till they re- 
ceive light from Oratory : but I found, tho this was a very uſeful 
deſign, yet it laboured under conſiderable difficulties;fince Orators, 
who are accuſtomed neatly to Diſcourſe on the moſt » ſublime and 
loſty Subjects, tickle the Fancy rather than convince the Judgment, 
and are generally more commended than lov'd.; for how rare is it 
to find one, who wanting a Genius for a gentile Education, and — 


ſcarce made himſelf Maſter of a graceful and polite Stile, does not 


ſtorm to hear ſuch things from an Orator, which don't repreſent 
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liver my ſelf ſo, as if I fell ſnort in deepneſs of Thought | 


them 
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themſelves with e e is find one who, hear- 
ing the venerable Cuſtoms of Ancient Times cryed up, does not thin 
that his own Extravagancies are Levelled at: upon which conſi- 
derations, I reſolve to alter my uſual method, and ſuit my ſelf to 
the Humour of the preſent Times: For when formerly IJ was ac- 
cuſtomed to ſomething of exactneſs, and politneſs in my Diſcourſes, 
+F ſhall now give you a ſwatch of my Extempore Abilities, and 
Hall recant from what T had formerly ſaid in praiſe of Induſtry and 
Diligence, demonſtrating them to be uſeleſs, empty, and inſignifi- 
cant Names; and that a Man can enjoy no greater Bleſſing, who 
reckons himſelf born for the Times, than Sloth and an unactive 
Life: ſo at the ſame time, I ſhall both inſinuat my ſelf into your 
Affections, and eye the preſent Juno wherein Sloth exerciſes an 
extenſive Soveraignity-over Perſons of all Ages and Conditions. 
You ſee Gentlemen, 'Thave undertaken a moſt charming, agree- 
able and deſirable ſubject; againſt which none have juſt ground of 
exception, but he that thinks himſelf advanc'd in Wit above the 
-Level of the preſent Age; a Subject which may recommend me to 
Youth: eſpecially, who have a natural averſion at induſtry, and a 
propenſion to Sloth, when they find their Boſom Idol meet with 
Patronage in my Diſcourſe ; nor can Pin reaſon expect, that the 
ſweetneſs of my Subject will procure me a favourable attention, it 
being hardly conſiſtent with Equity and Juſtice: for one, who is a- 
pologiſing for Lazineſs, to require a diligent and attentive Audi- 
tor: I ſhall reckon it my happinefs, if I meet with that ordinary 
Attention, which you give to other learn'd Exerciſes. 
But obſerving ſome of you,on the very mentioning of this unu- 
ſual Subject, whiſpering and rounding together: before J enter 
on it, T ſhall ſecure my way, by extirpating that inveterate Opinion, 
e which to this Day is lodged in many Breaſts, That it's a bad Preſi- 
| dient for ſuch things to be commended, which by the wiſeſt Philo- 
73 ſophers are reckoned in the Category of Vices, and theſe things 
. dJiſcommended, which by the unanimous conſent of wiſe Men, are 


| = liſted among the moſt ſhining Virtues; ſome can't away with this, 
1 Who Monopolizing all Learning to themſelves, advance that Vir- 
* tue is ſome certain thing, and the Deſcription thereof cannot, in 


the leaſt, be called in queſtion, being lovely and venerable, as it 


* 
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was anciently defin'd in the A and Schools: theſe, being 
tainted with Socrates's principles and tenets, make a great noiſe, 
defining Virtue, to be, a habit of the mind, agreeable to Nature and 
Reaſon, whoſe chief parts are Prudence, 'Temperance, Juſtice and 
Fortitude,or Bravery ;and won't have their Scholars, by any vitious 
affection or guile of the preſent Times, to be ſeduced from their 
once received Opinions, nor to recede one hairs-breadth from 
their Tenets; tho' by the retaining thereof, they ſhou'd ſacrifice 
themſelves, as victims to the Publick odium. | 

This ſet of Men, who pretend. to dictat to all Mankind, might 
have ſomething to ſay for their Practice; if they wou'd oblige them 
all harmoniquſly to center in the true meaning of Words, and to 
hinder that, which by one partie goes under the name of Virtue, by 
another to be branded with the odious name of Vice: for who is ſo 
blind as not to ſee that the true Names of things are long ſince loſt, 
and that the ſame things receive various denominations, accor- 
ding to the Inclinations of different Parties, Vices from the bordering 
Virtues, and Virtues from the bordering Vices; that Magnanimi- 


ty, and undaunted Courage and Bravery, appear to ſome, nothing 


elſe, but Temerity and fool hardineſs; a cloſs purſuit of Juſtice and 
Equity is called ſtubborneſs, ſtiffneſs of Opinion and croſsneſs of 
Humour; that many are blindly led by the firſt founders of their Prin- 
ciples, without ever calling them in queſtion,as Brutes do; who are 
incapable of Reflection, the moſt Complaiſant, and Aſſable are 
praiſed, the Courteous and Officious Careſſed, who make their 
way to Preferment by ſordid, loathſome and fulſome flattery and 
by ſuch ſtooping Servile methods, as are intolerable to a Man in- 
dued with the leaſt ſpark of Generoſity, who by a baſe Light and 

frisking fancy this Day, favour good Men to Morrow, and hurri- 
ed with popular air, paſs for the Wits of the Age; and on the con- 

trary, ſuch as have fixt upon a conſtant and unchangeable courſe, are 

_ call'd Surly and Moroſe. Pray Gentlemen, what, think ye, are my 
Sentiments, who am no way byaſs'd to theſe rigid cenſures of o- 
ther Men's Actions, nor envy Perſons of Quality the Liberty of a 
ſoft and eaſy Life: were it reaſonable for any to deſire me to re- 
ject the Opinion of the Generality, and go in with a fe, who tho 
they aſſume to themſelves the name of Wits, yet in the NO 
- „ i 2- | | 4D 


others are Arrant Fools: I am not ſo mad, when J fee ſuch different 
Opinions about one and the ſame Perſon; I muſt freely own that 
Jam in ſuſpence, nor dare I advance any thing with aſſurance, un- 
leſs I would be guilty of folly with a Witneſs, but that I may as much 
as may be, rid my ſelf from theſe diſtracting Thoughts,T can find no 
better expedient than with the bulk of Mankind, to reckon that the 
higheſt pitch of Virtue and Wiſdom, Aren to the time wherein 
we live, the Perſon which we act the Buſineſs wherein we are im- 
ployed to approve and praiſe ſuch things as we ſee commended by 
the Generality;to diſpraiſe ſuch things, as we ſee rejected and con- 
temn'd,to reckon nothing better than laying aſide all Labour, re- 
nouncing further inquiry into Philoſophical Niceties, and the Books 
of the Learn'd, to apply our ſelves to theſe things, and none but 
theſe which we ſee daily approved and commended. $þﬀ” 
_ - Having beſtow'd ſome ſerious Thoughts upon theſe things, and 
ſeeing a great many now a days, Apoſtatize from that Induſtry and 
Diligence, which was Anciently in vogue, and which I my 
{elf Careſs'd from my very Youth; I began to doubt if T had fallen 
on the beſt way to a happy Lite, which to imagine, I reckon the 
height of Preſumption;or if the Bulk of Mankind, whom to Cen- 
ſure ſavour'd more of a Capricious Humour, than Modeſty and 
good Nature, followed a more laudable Courſe of Life then my 
ſelf; I found, that theſe who indulged themſelves in eaſe, did in 
a more Compendious method, and with leſs Toil obtain that, for 


Which others ſpend their Time and Strength, fo that frequently 


they bring themſelves to an untimely Death, that Glory, Riches, 
Honours the Reputation of being Wiſe and Learn'd, are indiffer- 
ently obtainfd by the flothful and induſtrious: wheretore at laſt, 
aſter Mature Deliberation, I was obliged to fix here, that Diligence 
was to be avoided with the outmoſt care, as an empty Name and 


© - ſhadow, and that ſweet Life, which goes uuder the odious Names 


of Sloth and Idleneſs, is to be courted with outmoſt endeavours. 
The more I conſider upon this, I come to be the more convinced, 
that Diligence and Induſtry are truly and properly, but fine Names 
and delicate Words, ſor things that in themſelves are nothing but 
real Puniſhments and Inſtruments of Torment deviſed for mad 
People, or thoſe who are Curs'd by Heaven, and Born under an 
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unfortunate Planet, and that indolence is the enly ſhadow we have 
of the Bleſſings of former times, and the only Relict of the Gol- 
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den Age: For Gentlemen, if you'll do me the favour, with me to 


take a view of Ancient Times, and trace Mankind from its firſt 
Root; and the World from it's Infancy; what can you find more 
Ancient and Venerable , and what coming ſo near to Divine Hap- 
pineſs than an eaſy Lite, free of Trouble, and a paſſing away the 
time without Care or Anxiety » Can you diſcover in thoſe days the 
leaſt appearance of any Labour? Do you find any Body ſo mad 
as to fatigue himſelf with either Plow. or Spade; or have you yet 


come to know of any Body who ſpent his time in Study, putting 


an untimely end to his gays with too much writing, or thinking, or 
racking his Brain to make new Viſcoveries in Learning? no truly: 
Then all things enjoyed quietneſs and profound peace; none then 
endeavoured to attain more riches, or ſtrove for more honour,nor 
deſired to be more learned and wiſe than any of the reſt of Man- 
kind, eſteeming that a vain and extravagant fancy. Don't think 


that to prove my Argument, I am to make uſe of the fictions and 


idle ſtories of the Poets; No, what I ſay ſhall be ſolid, and ad- 
vanced upon the beſt authority that former Ages did affoord: In 
fine, I ſhall prove all, both from ſacred and prophane Hiſtory;from 
which you'll find, that in the infancy of the World, labour was 
thought but a Torture and Puniſhment, and Idleneſs a great hap- 
pineſs, Solomon (whom the Scripture reckons the wiſeſt of Men) 
tells you very plainly that in his Opinion, labour and all its Fruits 
are nothing, but vanity and vexarton of Spirit, nor ſhoud that an- 


' cient way of Living be ſo much Condemned, nor Chriſten'd with 


ſuch bad Epithets, as now it is, conſidering how much Honeſty 
and mutual Love, without corruption of Morality or Manners, a- 


bounded then, and attended it when the Vices now practiſed had 


not ſo much as a Name in any Language. The ancient and firſt 
Inhabitants of the World, were abſolute ſtrangers to what we 
term Theft, Murder and Adultery, againſt which by no Law they 


did provide: for Laws and Rules were not neceſſary, where no 


Irregularities were committed: This was the fruit of Idleneſs, 
theſe were the rewards of Lazineſs, which Heaven it ſelf valued at 


ſo high a rate, that thinking Men unworthy of it, they did appro- 


priate 


5 


— 


priate and monopolize it to themſelves: O moſt happy Times 
and glorious Days! O ſweet Memory of What now only is! poſſef. 
ſed by the God's themſelves, and ſcarce a ſhadow left on Earth! 
© ſweet Eaſe, which deſerves the beſt Epithets, for which it were 
our advantage eternally to pray to obtain, and which we: ſo ear- 


, 


neſtly deſire and wiſh for. 


In thoſe bleſs d days, from cares, the World was fret; 
Soft Eaſe prevail d, no labour Men did ſee: 2:16 
From Nilus banks or from the Indian fhoar, . On, 
None plow'd the Waves, with Ships to bring home ſtore; . 
With fruits produc'd in their own. Natizg Gil. | 
Men were content, fince purchasF4 with tozl; 

None ſloop d to dig the Earth, that he might gain T 

A Store- houſe full of Corus, with tozl and pain. ; 

The kindly Earth, without Plows, did produce, N 
And freely gave, all that was for Mans uſe. Nl 
To catch wild Beaſts with Traps, no Man had skill,: e 

Vor did he know, wild Boars with darts, to kill. 

_ The ſavage Beaſts, did not then try to ſave 31 

Their Lives, to Men themſelves they freely gave; 
The Stag with nets, aud Dogs, none then did trace, for 
Or chas'd the fearful Hare, from place to place: 6 
When Men defir'd their fleſh, they freely came x 35 
From Fields and Woods, that he might have the ſame; © 
The Pheaſant and the Partridge tn Hiſparch,, - + 
' © | -None uſed Guns, Bird-lime, nor Nets to catch. 

\- Flying they came, to make a pleaſant diſh  — 

For Mun; and from the Naters, danc'd the Fiſh,  __ 

Mit bout a "Roe ox Line to force theirway;, 

Az call they came, and did not dareto ſta oo 

None preſs'd the Grape- to drink delicious Nine; | e 
Men thought then, Water was at clear and fine. 

That they from Foreign Countries it, might have, 

. They did not go, each fountain. Nectar gave, e 

Which ſatisfied at every time, their thirſt, PR PETS ts 
Running 'always, ne er offering to deſi. 1 5 
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' Which up they lifted in u hollow Haus; ᷑ ĩrt́̊(iſ„„ 
Then Mew wo golden veſſels cou'd Command. 
Which fince to Murther oft have them induc dl. ga 
And poiſonings and flabbings 5 n eee 
In thoſe days none for fruit train dup a Tree, 

From Prunning Hooks the Branches too, were free ; 
Apples and Figs when ripe, the Trers did drop, 
From gathering them, none did another flop." 
No Smith or Artiſt, Men did then-rimploys 
To make them ſwords, each” other ro deftroy.” k 
Iron intomb'd, below the Ground lay deadld. *tY 
As alſo that deſtructive thing, call d lead. 
-- With high and ſpacious Buildings, none did try, 
To o ertop Mountains, and come near the Sky; 
Each Rock a cave, or ſome convenient ſeat; _ 
 MAﬀoorded , and the Woods ſome fine retreats 
 Downy and filken beds none then did know, 
Better they ſleep d on Graſs, than we do now. 
Each Man a ronftant had, tho charming wife, 
The moſt Tranſeendant pleaſare of mes Life ; : 8 
775 charm'a Hui none uſed Flute' or Song, - 
Nor at her entry danc'd, all the "night long; 
Lovers both late and ſoon their. duties paid, 
No Locks, nor Guardians kept the charming Maid: 
' Women and Men mixed freely, without ſhame,'. 
Aud none their intercourſe did ever blame; Ds 
A fooliſh coyneſ did not deſtroy * - Bs — 6 615 
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Their mirth, nor want F conſtancy,' their joy: | 

Tovers moſt complaiſant did Ladies find, 4 S 
And.tbey true Lovers, paſſtonarely kind. . 

In every ſhade ſweet melody was found, 

Aid hollow rocks did echo back the ſound - Y . 

Of broken fighs, which Lovers did expreſs; © e 

/ Sweet ſoft and murmuring words, hen they did preſs © 

Their yeilding ' bluſhing maid, moſt full of charms, - 

Who melting lay,” gruſp d in their eager arms.” 

' Mirth ſway d the Scepter, and Eaſe wore the Cron, 
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Men to mean I. duſtry. did mot ham dev a N WI . by : ; FF 
Tet in thoſe days Men wanted nothing, n 
- Than we do now, who toil and WT... Le” 
ye bon or ITEM 
No Temples then, v Gods did Men e ne mow, ..\ Sand . KX 
But ſlorh and eaſe, they they-xefus:d o r.. 
To others ; and they craw*d no other\bleſs,,  '. "i 
. han Ialeneſs, for ever to poſſe th An, 4 atiet : 7 : 
They juſtly thought; of all things, Eaſe the boi. 
And Lazineſs, 'crown'd with ezernal reſt... \ 


Foou ſee Gentlemen, what an excellent, perſe and compleat 
andolence the Primitive Age enjoyed: I take it for granted, that 
none of you are igncrant, how. in all Ages it has been praiſed and 
rewarded; and tho' it cannot he denyed, that there's a vaſt diſpro- 


— 


portion and odds between the eaſie Life of this, and the ſormer 
Ages;wherein Mortals enjoyed eaſe in ſuch an eminent degree, that 
they neither applyed their minds to ſtudy, nor their hands to la- 
bour and toil, but paſt. a moſt happy and comfortable Life, in a 
perfect vacation from all kind of buſineſs; yet v ιẽü not to give 
_ over all hope, and utterly to deſpond of coming pretty near that 
ancient pattern, providing we'll uſe our outmoſt efforts. We are now 
to lay aſide all anxiety, and diſquieting Thoughts about things that 
relate either to the publick good, or our gwn private Intereſt; we 
are utterly to renounce ai abanden rhe fruixlefs: and unprofitable 
ſtudy of humane Learning, not reckoning. it worthy of ſo much as 
a ſerious thought; our Whole thoughts are to be employed in dif. 
engaging our ſelves from buſineſs and moleſtation, that we may 
live in ſweet Tranquillity and proſlound Eaſe; but more is requiſite, 
in order to reconcile you to ſuch a charming and lovely object, 
which we have already ſhown to be of divine Extract and Origi- 
nal, thanbare perſwaſions: I muſt like ways give a ſhort hint at 
the advantages will redoumd to its Favourites, that it may appear, 
that it's not only pleaſant, but profitable in all things from which 
Mien have the proſpect of any advantage ; they either propoſe to 


themſelves Honour on Profit, - an ambition of Glory has mighty 
| 15 Up 95 | WF.” 1 | In- 
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incentives, and 2 great many Jefita no other reward of their la- 
bour, but reputation and applauſe, which being laid aſide, farewell 
all care and application to buſineſs. Now nothing can be thought 
upon, as a more compendious method to gain a folid Reputation, 
than Lazineſs; nothing ſo much ſullies a Mans Character as Dili- 


gence : for what elſe do theſe Gentlemen reap, by a Laborious ang 


Toilſome Life, like that of a Turn-broach or Pack-horſe, than to 
be excluded from the ſweetneſs of all humane Society, and to enjoy 
no more honourable Titles, even from the molt polite and beſt 
manner'd Men, than theſe of Aſſes, Slaves, ſavage, barbarous 
and ruſtick Clowns ; a worthy Character indeed: What do they 
gain who leave the noiſy Bar and diſturbing Courts of Juſtice; 
and employ their Time in the ſtudy of liberal Arts, and have ſuch 
a conceit and overweening Opinion of their own accompliſhments, 


that they look on other Men as Dunces and Muſhromes? Do they 


not render themſelves the objects of univerſal odium and ridicule, 
and only enjoy their imaginary Sovereignty in their own Cham- 
bers; being thought by the moſt part of Mankind, fo far ſrom be- 
ing worthy of a Scepter, that they ſcarcely deſerve to ſway a Bir- 
chen rod: Now compare our eaſy Gentlemen with ſuch ; their be- 
lov'd imployment, is to paſs the time in Rambling, Gamboling, 
Viſiting, Walking, and they are thought worthy of the Character 
of the moſt jolly Companions, Wits, and agreeable Table. Gueſts; 


and how eaſily is this good name attain'd? How do ſome,now. a _ 


Days, meerly on the ſcore of Lazineſs, arrive at the higheſt pitch of 
honour and preferment ? All their Labour center here, in taking 
a good doze of ſleep, putting on their Cloaths ſlowly, and being 
long e er they appear in the ſtreets, in walking ſlowly, as if they 
were carrying the Popiſh Hoſtee, and walking in proceſſion, in oft 
returning the ſame way they came, frequently combing their 
Hair, and putting it in order, viewing themſelves oft in the Glaſs, 
ſinging with an indifferent Air, paſſing the day in Mirth and all 
ſorts of diverſions, grudging that the Sun is fo ſlow ein her Diur- 
nal motion, and longing tor the delightful night, which makes way 
for their darling Goddeſs, Reſt : Our caſy ſparks enjoy ſuch charm- 
ing pleaſures in the ſilent Nights, as makes amends for the tedious 
and irkſome day: Their buſineſs 2 to meet at the Aſſemblies of 
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the Ladies; or at the Clubs 55 their Friends, Comerads and Ac 
quaintances, ſpending the Evening there, in Gaming, Jeſting, 
Bambouſling, Carrouſing, which being too ſhort for theſe lovely 
EFrerciſes, they make an incroachment upon the approaching Night ; - 

Thus they ſpend all their time. O convenient and excellent courſe 
of Life! O ſublime happineſs, which we ſhould all deſire! ſhall 1 
have one glance from my Lovely, Soveraign and Beautiful Queen: 

Sloth: When will you deign to make me underſtand the bleſſings 
conferr'd-on your Favourites, which my ruſticity and blunt Genius 
cannot fathom without your aſſiſtance » How long ſhall I be a 
ſtranger to thy ſweet and charming delights > When ſhall 1 have 
the happineſs to be inrolld among thoſe, who alone are reckon'd 

the happy Men, the wiſe and well manner d, who live to ſee them- 
ſelves Careſs .d for being the moſt diverting and agreeable Compa- 

ny, and of the moſt ſweet and deſirable converſation? neither doth | 
an ordinary advance, as in other caſes, procure praiſe and reputa- 
tion; but he, and none but he, is reckon'd a Maſter- piece, who is 
- eminently, tranſcendantly and ſuperlatively lazy, and can 'ſwear 
with a good Conſcience, that he ſcarce remembers when he be- 
ſtowed a ſerious thought on any Buſineſs, & that a conſiderable tine 
ago, he hath abſolutely forgot all inſtructions given him by his Pa- 
- rents, to curb his will, and inclinations; and now, that he hath not 
the leaſt impreſſion of any of thoſe things, to u hich in former times 
he was forced by the ferula of a ſevere. Pedagogue; who never ſo 
much as thinks upon interrupting with one minute of Buſineſs, that 
_ perpetual courſe of Eaſe ; He ſtains the glorious name, which he 
' hath been ſo long a purchaſing ;. His ancient Comerads, whom he 
hath forgot, deride him, and in Banter tell him, that it feems he 
is ſetting up for a Philoſopher, or afpiring to the honour of a Bi- 
moep, or Arch-Dean at leaſt : Therefore if wiſe, he returns to his 
former way to wipe off that Blot, and ſufficiently redreſſes his for- 
mer wrong, by a timeous repentance, and eternal adherence to his 
old courſe. 2 715 R 
Since matters are truly ſo; and I believe not, in the leaſt, call d in 
queſtion now by any oft the Company, Pray Gentlemen, to pur- 
chaſe fame and renown why do we expoſe: our ſelves to ſo ſo ma- 
ny dangers, and ſo much fatigue ? Why is it that we fo little value 
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the exhauſting of our Spirits, and tormenting and deſtroying our 
s, when here is a certain & infallible way to attain to honour 


and preferment laid down, without the leaſt pains or trouble : But 
ſince I hate reaſon to believe, that all of you do not ſet the ſame 
rate upon commendation, nor equally value honour, and a great 
and glorious Name, I'm much afraid, that even you'll neglect the 
beſt of things, ſay the World what it will, except I can ſhew you 
ſome real advantage, which they bring eiiher to your Perſons. or 
Eſtates: The many and vaſt advantages of Sloth and Lazineſs, croud 
ſo thick upon my thoughts, that time and expreſſion would fail me 
to rehearſe the one half of them; but leaſt T ſhould light a Torch + 
to the Sun, Tihall fay very little, and yet I ſhall proye both ſhort- - 


iy and clearly; that nothing is ſo advantageous as Indolence. 


Nothing is reckon'd more profitable among Men, than that 
which is not beholden to ary other thing for its advantages, but 
contains them within it ſelf, and the bare poſſeſſion of it is a ſuſſi. 
cient happineſs: for its poſſeſſors: So Money in it ſelf is juſtl7 
reckon'd the moſt uſeleſs: of all things, when the owner, tho he 
have a prodigious quantity thereof, is not a whit happier than the 
moſt indigent Beggar, except he have an opportunity of exchan- 


ging it with other Commodities, which procure him pleaſure and 


ſatisfaction; For Gold hath no intrinſick value in it, and if it did 
not procure things more uſeful for Life, it would be ' contemn'd 
as uſeleſs, and ſought after by none: but Lazineſs is it's own re- 
ward, R and: Carries tt's advantages along with it, which without 4 
ny other helps, makes ſufficiently happy its Servants and adorers; 
And now that I may begin from that, upon which the ſafety and 
tranquillity of Mens Lives depends, what free of all hazard, and 
more ſecure to ſuch as are obliged to be ſubject to, and ſerve a- 
chers than ſloth > What numbers of their intimate favourites hat! 


* 4 


not Ignorance, Lazineſs and Idleneſs delivered from the Tyrrany 


and-Cruelty of Kings and Princes, by whom they were no . way 


dreaded as diſturbers of the Peace? How many thouſands 'hath 
officious and unreaſonable working and plotting intirely-ruined; 


under the Tyrrants Caligula, Nero, Domitian, and others of the 
ſame Kidney, none ever came to be old Men, but thoſe whoſe 
idle and lazy Late prove clearly, that they minded no: ſort of Buſi- 
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neſs;while- others who would have ſurpaſſed their neighbours in care 


-&induſtry came to a fatal and diſmal end,which their folly ſuffici- 


ently*deſeryed. © Pray what madneſs is it in the reign, ſuppoſe, of 


2 Lazy, Idle and Eafy Prince to try by Induſtry and Buſineſs to 
outdoe the Generality and Mob, ho ſtill endeuvour as much as 
in them lyes to follow the example and manners of their King: 


and truely they deſerue to periſh who cannot ſupreſs their own 


inclinations and eagerneſs and keeneſs of thought, and devote 


themſelves wholly to reſt, and an unactive Liſe, or if it go. againſt 


the Grain with them, at leaſt to endeavour ſo artificially to con- 


ceal it, and counterſeit Sluggards, that all would be ready to ſivear, 


him that does ſo one of the moſt Lazy and Idle Men in the world 


from his very Cradle And Tacitus the moſt prudent and exact Hiſto- 


rian of thoſe times, aſſures us that they, and they only were out of 


all hazard and danger from Law and were moſt eſteemed and 
greateſt favourites, who. gave themſelves leaſt to thinking and act- 
ing: the ſame Author too, relates it as a thing next to a Miracle, 


that a Man ſo active, famous and induſtrious as Lucius Piſe, di- 
ed a natural Death, and efcaped the fury of Tiberius, one of the 
moſt jealous Princes in the World; And it doth not only ſecure 
a peaceable Life and an untainted Reputation, but nothing contri- 


butes more, than Sloth, to procure the Name of a good,innocent, 
juſt and pious Man. Now Gentlemen, you know that nothing is 
ſo deteſted in a Society, 4s a factious Man, one who is in the leaſt 


| ſuſpected of Plotting and conſpiring againſt the peace of the Com- 
mon- wealth, or one who is thought to have a different Confeſſion of 


Faith, Or Profeſſion © from what 18 generally received by | the 


: People : You all know as well as I, thàt any who doth not in al 
things, even to the leaſt Punctilio, favour the preſent Government, 


and go along with the preſent” Tide, is called an Enemy and Diſaf- 


fected Perſon ; and he who diſſents in any Principle, or the leaſt 


petty opinion from the eſtabliſned Church, tho it were but about 
ſome Ceremony, is call d (as they are now pleaſed to expreſs it) a 
Heretick, and if that de not ſufficiently diſcourage him, and break | 


his Reputation, it's the eaſieſt thing of a thouſand, for Preachers 
to perfwade the credulous and ignorant Mob from their Pulpits, 
that he hath abandoned all Religion and Honeſty, renounced all 


fear 


- - 
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fear of GOD; and that he is a down right Deiſt or zu Atheiſt ; 
which being once believ'd, tis almoſt incredible what a riſque 
2 Man, otherways moſt innocent and blameleſs, will run of loſing 
all credit and eſteem; which is not only preferable to riches, but 
equal or rather above the bleſſing of Lite it ſelf: The ſoveraign 
remedies for this, are only. Lazineſs and its cloſe attendants, Igno- 


rance and implicit Faith: So that the moſt compendious way to 


- thought holy and pigus, is to ſtudy little, make ſmall advances 
or improvements in any: ſort of Bearning to take all upon truſt; 
leaving it to otherg to enquire whether what is advanc'd and 
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commonly received be agreeable to Religion, Seripture and right 
Reaſon. They who think they have a right to uſe their own light 
about things, and induſtriouſly try to pry into Myſteries, and ſa- 
tisfie themſelves about them, are ſacrificed, devoted, and expoled 
to the odium of the Generality of Men; for as too nice a ſearch in 
any thing is blam'd, the leaſt. ſcrutiny to make new diſcoveries in 
Religion, is thought moſt impious, and not to be tolerated; and 
he is thought ſureſt of Heaven who takes moſt upon Truſt, and 
blindly believes and ſwears to every thing his Prieſt advances a- 
out Religion and Piety: O Glorious conſequence of Lazineſs! 
Heaven's at your command, this you're aſſured o, by the unerring 
and infallible Worthies, the Prieſts; and who wov'd doubt ſo good 
Authority, ſince as it is received by moſt part, Clergy men and 
Church-men are reckon'd petty Gods, Angels, holy Saints, or, at 
leaſt, inſpired Favourites of Heaven? For my part then, I'll re- 
nounce all Buſineſs, all inquiry into Learning; T'll burn my Books 
as uſleſs Toys, ſince Sloth can affoord in a Moment more than 
they can do in a vaſt Tract of Years. But how far am I advan- 
ced, and do not conſider that the advantages that I have been pro- 
poſing. of Reputation and the like, are only grounded upon fancy, 
and thoſe that poſſeſs them, are only happy in imagination: III 

therefore now lay open to your view, what real advantages, even 
Men in a private ſtation, and in their own. private Affairs, may 
attain by a neglect of Buſineſs, and giving themſelves up to Plea- 
ſure. Is it not palpable that Mirth and Joy are the perpetual con- 
comitants of Idleneſs, and that he who aimeth at nothing but plea- 
ſing the Ladies, gives an additional ſweetneſs and reliſh to charm- 
ing intrigues by his Gallantry, 1 and ſmooth expreſſions, 
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that th 


City, where they go in the Summer for the” fre | 
- fomneſs of the Air: nor need I inform you of their being uſual] 


there eo walk in ſome piubFekGroveot 


freſhes the Body, and repairs the decayed” Limbs, and giv es fi 


Devotion; and paying their humble Duties; nor are there wanting. 
| ſome; who ſerve at thy Altar, who ſing gail 


my” 


= _” 
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and pleaſent fancies? nor need T tell you, that ſuch are invited for 
their 3 eaſy Humour to all Feaſts and Entertainments, nor 


) 


at they are never fatigu d with long Journeys, only they walk 
- ſometimes ſome little way for'diverſion;& the fartheſt Journey ever 
they undertake,is to ſome ſmall Houſe of Pleafure,' or ſome deli. 


cious Country ſeat, at two Miles Retreat pertieps frei ſome great 
e freſhneſs, and whoſe. 


carried through the Streets in 2 Clitir, or pertiaps to the Süburbs. 


reer 
the trus Progeny of Lazineſs, at whoſe” Bevstion I am, and who de- 


ſerves to be reverenced-by all, preſents it ſelf now before us, and 


forces me to ſay no more of theſe things, or ſuch like of ſmaſſex 


moment; for whoſe ſake: tos, we ſhould ''give” profound” reſpech 
and honour to it's worthy parent! Ocharming lovely: and fweet 


Sleep! the preteſt Bleſſing, that can be beſtowed upon à Man, 
which fills the fancy with pleaſant imagitrations, and deliphts the 
Senſes with pleaſant and charming repreſentations, and. indy fe; 
theſe pleaſures in the Night, Wich perhaps their cönditihn will, 
not at other times allow him, and which allays the' Toils and in- 
conyeniencies of the Day : The Night is the beſt, and almoft 
the only deſirable time of our Life; when lying in a foft Bed,we are 

neither ſebrehed with tlie exceſſive heat of the Sun, nor arg We al- 
moſt Frozen to Death'with' nippib|-and piercitig Cold: not dg we 
feel the uneaſy ſting of Hunger and Thirſt; but altögetker at our 
eaſe; we in it get in ſome manner à ſmall taſte of the greateſt 
Bliſs, Eternal Reſt. Sleep fets King and Beggar and People of all. 
ranks: on 2 Level: it is refreſhing;agreeable, and*wiſh'd' for by all, F 
but by none ſo much Courted and C areſb d 48 4. Manwithour Buli“ 
neſs, devoted to Eaſe, who Hugs it as the e dene s thing ok 
Nature:moſt deſervedly in ancient Times were Temples and Al, 
tars erected, and Divine Honours payed to that great Deity Sleep.” 
What a vaſt croud are at this day worſhipping, tho with the outmoſt 
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ta che great Goddeſb and Mother: of our Peity, Ser- 


Thy Porter Idleneſs muſt pave the wav; is 1... n EH 


 Withotber ſounds let not their woife be nix wet e 
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Noturnal Godde ws ear, then Wed? 7 di te an 

O gentle Sleep, the cares ' which me ae, ( LY a n * 
I lay afide, avril only you careſs'; 1 550 0 e 
The Courts and Fuſtice-halls TI. un with are, Md 


Aud of their Pomp and Bawling have no Hare: A e s LANDES 


In nothing, but my Goddeſs, TI deligit:: 25 1 
Cles'd up with her, is Curtainf of t Night : e ers 


Thy Mother Sloth behind her muſt. not fla ke | 
Come next muſt Slumber, "of thoſe' 2 k bp, F 17 8 9 
Thy kindly Sifter laſt of Cont Rl. gcy 


- Then on a Nancy Ba let de" "down; ol wa wats 
Let want of cares and thoughts, Ay — 5 N „ A 

Sleep ſeize me all, ſoft eaſe if Liinbs Gage 14g fart 

And pleaſant loving Dreams" my thoughts poſſe .. MAE: A ft 
Endure as long as have Life or Rreathsy: \\ N Oh. nde 43:32 
And imitate your loving Brother, Death; 1 1 e 
The Day. ob cou baniſh, and its 755 e n ee eat 
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And add it to the ſweet, but tos fhort Nigl tt 
Goddeſs, in ſuch a ſlumber ſtill me tres, kd q I WEEN, 
As Latmius who did whole Lifetimes flee „ e Ne. 
Let not the Winds my Kindly reſt diſtur Mo ih WA, , 

But whiſtling: throw »ho 4 . rhou them curbs; 7 OI IR 
The Blackbird,and the Nightingale reftrain;. WD a 


From finging in the Woods, or Hills; or "Blair's a dude gy 5 


Preſerve me from the warlike Trumpets "16g 2 6k als 
And let not noiſe of Drums my ears cui. 
Let Doors and Windows all fo eloß be fu dl, Ov 


The noiſe of gliding water; and its fal 
Brings on ſoft Slumber, a to ſleep does cal; „% . png + 
Continue it til I be faſt aſſeeßßßßß// 5 
And then from wakening me; its murmuring g tee 8 


Why ſpou d it end ſo ſoon, the pleaſant Niche 2 


An 54 ys comes- engrateful Light ?: 2 
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I le ancient Hag to beep . hath no Sans, EE . 
But I, by whom a charming Fir 1 * F 
Who me each minute with feft Kife es 314 ge apa pot Aga 
Wheſe Breaſts I preſs; viewing, her 2 Face hom 

- Who charming lyes, and melts in my, embrace; 
Do hate your cruel Rays, however C 
Aud only love the leaſares. of the Nig 3 . 85 <3 2 I 7 7882 970 
Nor young nor old, your ri > car approve, C 
Lady's, becauſe youre Enemy to love. : TE 

Do hate to ſee yo; Children fince the day, F 

Calli them to School, from fleeing and ſweet r 

Do you abhore ; you dent the aged pleaſe, . ob e 
Since they want Reſt, and you diſturb their caſe 2 tf I 05 5 . 

For me, I hate yon morſe than Plague or Pl,  . © | 
Fl keep you out N you do your beſt;  _ I 


Shutters and Curtains ſball keep out the Day, 5 
Nor ſhall there enter throw a Chink one Ray; YO F< Fs 
Whatever Subjedts in. the world you Baue. 2 - a 0 4 . : BE 
I'm none, but to the Night I am a flave; V 
Thew quietly I'll reſt n my.ted, - WET, 


When the Suns Light, through all the 95 l 15 rt: View 
Morpheus thou Prince of Sleep, 45 rhau me W . 

- To my requeſt give a prepitivus car; TITS. 
Grant that Eternal night paſt days may C „ 
In place of Hondur, Laurels and Ręnomm. | ; 

Let nothing mind, or Body ter moleft, FATS 5 8 


My only core like thee 8 to 0s 
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World can affoord; thus their Hunger being a little allayed by the 

firſt diſhes, is again ſharpned by the moſt delicious deſerts. that na- 
ture can affoord, and their Thirſt is ſatisfied by the moſt delicate 
Wines; here all their Labours, here all their Studies; center:a fine 
Pallat, a judicious Taſte is all the induſtry - which is honoured. 
with acceſs into this Goddeſs's Territories: but into what a bank- 
leſs Ocean am I led: it would require an abler Oratorto expatiate 
upon that numerous Train of advantages, which are its Atten- 
dants: For who, but one admitted into that noble fraternity of 
its Favourites, ean fathom ſo many myſteries, and diſcover ſo ma- 
ny ſecrets? Our Inventions are too inſipid, our Expreſſion fails us, 
our higheſt flights come infinitely ſhort of the ſublimity of this 
noble ſubject; ſo that tis plain their Senſes were not deluded, 
' who reckoned Kings and Princes the moſt unhappy. Men in the 
World; when they laid in equal Ballance the cares that attend 


Crown'd Heads, and the delightful Country Houſes and pleaſant | 


Retreat, which Men that move in a lower ſphere are bleſſed with: 
It was more than Humour, That made Men of Conſular Dignity, 
and Officers of the higheſt Rank wiſh no greater bleſſing, than to 
exchange their lofty Thrones and chairs of State, ſor an humble Pal- 
let and flowery Bed. Our Goddeſs Sloth admits not of ſuch to 
be her Favourites, as are Frugal and Induſtrious; tis thoſe ſhe ca- 
reſſes and hugs in her moſt charming Embraces, who move in an 
oppoſite ſphere ; to ſuch the with open hand diſpenſes her bleſ- 
ſings; tis ſuch the repleniſhes with tranſports of Joy, and fills 
with raptures of Pleaſure: let's therefore hear no more of their 
im pertinent tattle, who are ſtill preaching up Induſtry and Dili- 
gence, they may ſave their Labour for any ſucceſs they are like 
to meet with, it rhiming'over-and over that threed-bare and non- 
ſenſical Sentence, 7 hat the Gods ſell all things to Induſtry: Nay, in 
OLED | | | * Gods 


Gods name then, Enjoy that fancied reward of your Labour and 
Toil, while Heaven freely confers on us what you purchaſe at 
the expenſe of much Toit and Pain; a crazy Body, a weak Mind, 
2 rugged: and laborious Life and an untimely Death, are all the 
reward you get for your exceſſive Fatigue, and cloſe application of 
mind to ſtudy and buſineſs: ſpend whole Nights on ſtudy who 
will, Tl paſs them in my Bed and no where elſe : ſpend whole- 
Days in Labour and Induſtry who will, Il interpoſe a ſpacious 
- ſhade between me and the Summer Sun; a warm fire ſhall. keep the 
_ piercing Winter cold from peeping into my Chamber: let the 
end of one buſineſs be the beginning of another to others, for my 
part I ſhall ſo far comply with them; that one pleaſure ſhall uſher 
in another; while pale Death ſits pictur'd in their Ghoſtly Faces, 
I ſhall always ſeem plump and gay: in fine, while thoſe ſorry 
People leave no ſtone unturn'd to procure themſelves a melancho- 
ly and afflicted Life, I ſhall give way to mine own humour, and 
take all the care I can of my poor Carcaſs. Honourable Gentle- 
men, I wiſh you and I had the fame: defires,, and that I coud In- 
ſpire you with the ſame very thoughts, that nothing in the world 
is ſo Grateful, Pleaſing, and Advantageous as Lazineſs, and that 
nothing in the World is fo contemptible and abominable, as Dili- 
gence and Induſtry, to which none but Fools and Madmen apply 
themſelves; And you young Students here preſent, I adviſe you 
to worſhip no other Deity, but continue in the courſe thas you 
have already ſo well begun, without applying your ſelves in the leaſt 
to any thing that is ſerious or grave: If you deſign to apply ſe- 
riouſly to any thing, to be perfect Maſters of it, pray Gentlemen, 
| let it be to Lazineſs, you'll reap all the advantages that I. have 
_ already ſpoke of, and however others may claim preference.. in 
1 reſpect of their Virtue and Induſtr7; You Gentlemen, and you 
alone ſhall attain the reward, wear the Crown, and ſway the roy- 
al Scepter: don't trouble your ſelves with Books, nor rack your 
brain with Study, nor care for advancements or improvements; 
you gain infinitely more by being intirely Idle - Let all Evening 
Study, and peruſing of Books be intirely baniſhed, and nothing get 
entrance at Night into your Chambers, but deep Step and pro- 
found Reſt; Then you may promiſe to your ſelyes the Bleſſing of 
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God and all that Heaven can beſtow, ſince by Sleeping you do 
good to your ſelves, and wrong no Mortal: but truly Gentlemen. 
I now ſee clearly JI might have ſpared my pains; for could the 
Idleneſs of Students pleaſe the Profeſſors, I have all the reaſon in 


* 


the world to be intirely ſatisfied; for I plainly ſee, that you are | | 


ſo far ſrom making new advances, or learning by our Colleges:;that 
if you had any little ſtock of Knowledge or Learning when you 
came to us, you return to your Parents with a great dale jeſs 
J ſee plainly, that you are already convinced of what I have ad. 
vanced, and that you ſpend whole days and thoſe Years, which 
your Parents had ſet a part for Study, in Play- houſes, Dancing. 


ſchools, Taverns and publick Walks: You have already made © 8 ; 


conſiderable advances in Lazineſs, that I dont doubt but yo 
will continue; and pray Gentlemen, let not me be deceived in my 
Opinion; and for thoſe Profeſſors and Maſters, who promiſed to 
make you ſo Learn'd and Wiſe if you apply your ſelves to your © 
Books, Shun them as you would do the Plague and Peſt, and if by 
the tyryran of your Parents you be forced to give ſome” time to 
Study, frequent thoſe Maſters who gel the moſt ordinary and 
| uſeful things in the plaineſt method;8 then take my word upon it, 
you'll be eſteemed- Learned and Wiſe enough: In fine Gentle- 
men continue to Sleep till Mid- day, and never to think of Buſi- 
neſs, for ſuch Thoughts may diſturb your Eaſe, and diſquiet your © 
Lives; and then in all probability you - ſhall be famous in the 
World, lov'd by all Mankind, honour'd with the higheſt Poſts in 
the State, and be reckon'd the ſupporters of Learning and all ſorts 
of Sciences, and make your exit with the common apptobation of 


all Mankind. And fo Genrlemes I d.. 
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